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I’m Ridzuan. I’m a photographer 
and graphic designer. I’ve writes 
about arts and technology from 
a hilltop base in Kuala Lumpur. 
Over the past decade, my work 
has appeared in major newspapers 
and magazines like ROTTW, Juice 
and many more. I’m co founded 
RIDZTAJ graphic and art blog 
and is currently working on stories 
about synthetic life and death-aware 
computing.I’ve wrote about many 
issue for this magazine.

I’m Halim. I’m graphic designer 
and editor. I’ve writes about arts 
and technology from a hilltop base 
in Kuala Lumpur. Over the past 
decade, my work has appeared in 
major newspapers and magazines 
like ROTTW, Juice and many more. 
I’m co founded THEORM graphic 
adn media studio, and is currently 
working on stories about synthetic 
life and death-aware computing. He 
wrote about issue.

LOUD Magazine is published by THEORM Studio Bhd. All writing, photographs, and artwork printed within the pages of LOUD 
Magazine are copyright and property of THEORM Studio Bhd. Please mail letters, charts, complaints, submission, general informa-
tion, and review material to LOUD Magazine, 1-3, Jalan Raja Muda Musa, Kampong Bharu, Kuala Lumpur. Or fax us at 894 
76543 234 or email us at letterbox@loudmag.com. LOUD Magazine is a trademark of THEORM Studio Bhd.

loud magazine is printed ON 100% RECYCLED fiber 
ecomatic plus and reincarnation matte papers, 
which are manufactured with electricity offset 
renewable energy certificates.

ridzuan taJuddin abdul halim abdul aziz

Editorial Team LIYANA 
JAZZY GIRL,

Liyana Fizi plays stripped back acoustic tunes tinged 
with a mix of pop, folky and jazzy accents. Gaining 
acknowledgment for her music, the singer/songwriter 
made her first debut as one of the founding members 
of Malaysian indie-pop band Estrella. Everyday mus-
ings and inward thoughts are the main elements of her 
music, using simplicity as the main staple.

Currently singing and playing rhythm guitar as a solo 
artiste since September 2009, Liyana performs with her 
permanent band of sessionists, and takes a vast interest 
in using music as an outlet for expression.

As the singer/songwriter and rhythm guitarist for her 
old band Estrella, Liyana together with other founding 
member and lead guitarist Adzwan Ani (Yob), circu-
lated the local scene with their own brand of acoustic 
music back in 2006, before the band decided to 
team up and expand with Laguna Music in January 
2007. Estrella’s self-titled album was released 
in December 2007, and in a span of a year, 
the band was rewarded with 8 nominations 
for the inaugural Voize Independent Music 
Awards [VIMA]. However, due to internal 
changes in direction for Estrella made 
by the record label, Liyana decided to 
move on upon the band’s contract expiry 
on 30th Sept 2009, following the
 footsteps of Yob who had left the 
band the year before.

She just wants to sing, and write 
songs. And she still continue 
doing it even though she had to 
leave her baby, Estrella for 
good.

Estrella has won the hearts of local 
jazz-folk-acoustic fans all around. 
So everybody was shocked when 
they announced their separation. 
Fans posted quotes from lyrics of the 
song Stay on their Facebook fan page,
 “there’s no reason to go astray, 
please stay” on their Facebook page.

FIZI 
My hope  is to  
bring music  
lovers together 
with  this ALBUM

Ohome
grown

A LIBRARY FOR EVERY MUSIC LOVER

Special
  thanks to

 Mdm
Zuriani
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Between The Lines ...

Local indie sweetheart Liyana Fizi celebrates with 
fans her highly anticipated debut solo album, 
‘Between the Lines’. With this launch, the singer-

songwriter’s embarks on a new career as a solo artist 
since her band days in Estrella, and as an invitation by 
coaxing vocals and gentle pluckings of the guitar into her 
life over the last two years.

‘Between the Lines’ portrays Liyana’s private musings 
and thoughts through stripped back acoustic tunes tinged 
with pop and jazzy accents that is as intimate as it is 
expansive.
Liyana explains,“I realised that (music) was a form of ex-
pression for me. What I couldn’t say (in words), I sing.”

‘Between the Lines’ features ten songs, some of which 
were composed by Liyana herself, while a few others 
were contributed by composer Izaad Amir, who is also 
her music director for the album. 

It also features ‘Only One’, a tune composed and 
performed with local indie artist OJ Law. The album was 
recorded in April in Bandung, Indonesia.

As Izaad succinctly remarked of her music: “Dunia 
Liyana kecil, tapi impiannya besar.” Liyana observes 
the world around her with fascination and perception, 
as expressed in the hopeful opening words (“seketika 
ku terfikir, perasaan yang tiba semalam….”) of ‘Jatuh’, 
the lyrical play of the hit single ‘Light Writing’, and the 
emotional grief of ‘Last Notice’.

Of her goals, Liyana says: “My hope is to bring music 
lovers together with this album. The recurring thought I 
had (when recording) was that there is a strong sense of 
community in my music.  I realised that I really wanted 
my listeners to find something that is close to their hearts 
in ‘Between the Lines’, something familiar and some-
thing they can relate to.”

C
I’m just a little girl lost in the moment
G
I’m so scared but i don’t show it
Am
I can’t figure it out, it’s bringing me 
down
F                        G
I know i’ve got to let it go...
                    C
And just enjoy the show

C           G             Am
Da dum dee dum da dum dee dum
F              C
just enjoy the show
           G             Am
Da dum dee dum da dum dee dum
F              C
just enjoy the show

C           
i want my money back
G
i want my money back
Am
i want my money back
F              C
just enjoy the show

LENKA
“The Show”
C
I’m just a little bit caught in the 
middle
G
Life is a maze and love is a riddle
Am
i don’t know where to go, can’t do 
it alone
F                            C
I’ve tried, and i don’t know why...
C       G              Am
Slow it down, make it stop
            F                C
Or else my heart is going to pop
                G                  Am
‘Cause it’s too much, yeah it’s a lot
    F               C
To be something i’m not
       G          Am
I’m a fool out of love
         F              G
‘Cause i just can’t get enough...

C
I’m just a little bit caught in the 
middle
G
Life is a maze and love is a riddle
Am
i don’t know where to go, can’t do 
it alone
F                            
I’ve tried, and i don’t know why.
C
I’m just a little girl lost in the moment
G
I’m so scared but i don’t show it
Am
I can’t figure it out, it’s bringing me 
down
F                        G
I know i’ve got to let it go...
                    C
And just enjoy the show

C           G         Am
The sun is hot in the sky
             F  C
Just like a giant spotlight
          G          Am
The people follow the signs
     F      C
And synchronise in time
       G           Am
It’s a joke, nobody knows

Olyric
& tab



The Temper Trap is an ausTralian indie rock band which formed in 2005. The core members are 
JonaThon aherne on bass guiTar and vocals, Toby dundas on drums and programming, dougy 
mandagi on vocals and guiTar, and lorenzo silliTTo on guiTar, keyboards and avocals. They 
are supplemenTed on Tours wiTh Joseph greer on keyboards and guiTar. 

In 2008, the group relocated from Melbourne to Lon-
don. The band released their debut album Conditions 
in June 2009 to favourable reviews and commercial 

success; it peaked at No. 9 on the ARIA Albums Chart 
and into the top 30 on the UK Albums Chart. Its lead 
single, “Sweet Disposition”, peaked in the top 10 on the 
Belgian, Irish and UK Singles Charts and reached No. 14 
on the ARIA Singles Chart. At the ARIA Music Awards 
of 2010 in November, The Temper Trap won ‘Best 
Group’ for their album Conditions and ‘Most Popular 
Australian Single’ for “Sweet Disposition”.
 The Temper Trap formed as an indie pop 
band in 2005. Indonesian-born Dougy Mandagi was 
a busker in Melbourne in 1999 when he met Jonathon 
Aherne – Aherne wanted to learn to play guitar. Six years 
later, Mandagi met Toby Dundas while both worked in a 
clothing store. In 2005, they decided to form a band with 
Mandagi on vocals and guitars and Dundas on drums. 
Mandagi contacted Aherne and convinced him to join on 
bass guitar. The group was named The Temper Trap after 
their first choice, Temper Temper, was rejected due to its 
use by a United States band. The Temper Trap rehearsed 
with a variety of second guitarists before Dundas recom-
mended his former Geelong Grammar schoolmate, 
Lorenzo Sillitto on lead guitar. The group performed at 
St Jerome’s Laneway Festival in March 2006.The group 
signed to Michael Gudinski’s label Liberation Music, 
which released their debut extended play, The Temper 
Trap, in November 2006. It was produced by Scott 

Horscroft (The Sleepy Jackson, Silverchair).According 
to planetclare of FasterLouder in her review of a gig, 
Dundas sometimes abandons the drums and plays guitar, 
while Mandagi’s voice “hits a note and then transcends 
it, slicing the sound barrier and leaving you with your 
mouth open and your eyes wide”, Aherne regularly 
moved around the stage and Sillitto provided “guitar 
solos, subtlety drove the melody from the side of stage”. 
After finishing their Australian tour they performed at the 
V Festival at the Sydney (March 2007) and Gold Coast 
(April) venues.
 In late 2008, The Temper Trap started 
recording their debut album, Conditions, in Melbourne 
with engineering by Kalju Tonuma. They travelled to the 
UK and attracted the attention of the local music industry 
after playing at the Musexpo in London in October. By 
January 2009, the band signed to Infectious Records for 
European releases. The BBC chose The Temper Trap in 
its top 15 Sound of 2009 list. In March, the band finished 
recording Conditions in London with UK music producer 
Jim Abbiss. Mandagi said his key influences when 
recording it had included Radiohead, Prince, Massive 
Attack and U2. In May, after performing at South by 
Southwest in March, they signed to Glassnote Records 
for US releases. The album was released in Australia on 
19 June, and debuted at No. 9 on the Australian ARIA 
Albums Chart. It was released in the UK in August. The 
band had returned to London in early May to “spend a bit 
of time on the continent and try and build a fan base over 

here”, according to Sillitto. He says “it was always our 
dream to at least come over here and give it a good crack 
early on”.
 The album’s lead single, “Sweet Disposi-
tion”, was released in Australia in October 2008. It was 
re-recorded with Abbiss and re-issued in June 2009. This 
version peaked in the top 10 on the Belgian, Irish and UK 
Singles Charts and reached No. 14 on the ARIA Singles 
Chart. The group played shows in Europe with Silversun 
Pickups and garnered attention from newfound fans and 
media. In August, they played the Reading and Leeds 
Festivals. In September the band embarked on their first 
headlining UK tour, including Hare and Hounds in
Birmingham and the 300-capacity Arts Centre in Nor-
wich. The tour started and finished in Brighton, with the 
Goldhawks as their support act.
 In August, The Temper Trap played on a 
balcony over London’s Camden Lock, to promote the 
release of their next single “Science of Fear” on the 
online viral music show BalconyTV. The performance 
was dedicated to Sebastian Kirwan, a rowing athlete. In 
late November, the group cancelled sold-out show dates 
in Germany to return to Australia to perform at the ARIA 
Awards.They received four nominations in the categories 
‘Album of the Year’, ‘Breakthrough Album of the Year’ 
and ‘Best Rock Album’ for Conditions, and ‘Single of the 
Year’ for “Sweet Disposition”.
 During 2010, the group toured the UK 
as well as appearing at several music festivals such as 

Oxegen, Glastonbury, Rock Werchter, Roskilde Festival, 
V Festival as well as Big Day Out and Splendour In The 
Grass in Australia. In the US, the band embarked on their 
first headlining tour, with the single “Sweet Disposition” 
receiving significant airplay and appearances in commer-
cials and television shows. At the APRA Awards of 2010, 
Mandagi and Sillitto received the ‘Song of the Year’ 
award for writing “Sweet Disposition”. They followed 
with a comeback tour of Australia in July, playing to 
crowds of over 5000 people; their second largest to date, 
being the first one Mexico City’s Corona Fest in October. 
At the ARIA Music Awards of 2010 in November, The 
Temper Trap won two awards ‘Best Group’ for their 
album Conditions and ‘Most Popular Australian Single’ 
for “Sweet Disposition”.
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The Temper 
Trap “It was always our dream 

to at least come over here 
and give it a good crack 
early on”

“hits a note and then transcends it, slicing the 
sound barrier and leaving you with your mouth 

open and your eyes wide”

The Temper Trap sTarTed recording Their debuT 
album, condiTions, in laTe 2008 in melbourne 
wiTh engineering by Kalju Tonuma.



ders between post-rock, indie-rock, and the most organic 
electronic music. Castles, Explosion In The Sky, and 
a slew of other national acts, and recently becoming a 
headlining road act in their own right, the brothers have
developed a truly impressive live show. From their 
self-release debut EP, Carved by Glaciers, to their recent 
releases for Mush and split 7” with fellow instrumental 
upstarts This Will Destroy You, Lymbyc Systym have 
quickly etched out a place in the bustling underground 
music scene.

Post-rock enthusiasists rained over Wisma Bentley 
for Soundscape Records‘ new international calling, 
Caroline and Lymbyc Systym from Arizona, US. 

Jared and Michael Bell, otherwise known as Lymbyc 
Systym performed next. Starting with Birds, the band 
played a mesmerizing and mood-enhancing set, thanks 
to Jared’s magical work-out on the electronic keyboards/
synthesizers. All eyes got attention on Michael’s tight 
drumming, shifting between drumsticks and hitting the 
glockenspiel to some scraping on the cymbals. Playing 

a number of songs including Bedroom Anthem and 
Selamat Pagi, Lymbyc Systym proved to be one of a kind 
in the post-rock genre.
 Hailing from Tempe, Arizona, Jared and Mi-
chael Bell formed Lymbyc Systym late in 2001. Drawing 
inspiration from the groups Tortoise, Explosions in the 
Sky, and Four Tet, their compositions cleverly combine 
vintage keyboards, infectious melodies, analog effects, 
dynamic drumming, and intricate laptop programming to 
form melodic and cohesive tracks that blur the bor
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lymbyc 
systym

Oon-
stage

lymbyc systym
Live in Malaysia

The first instrument I had les-
sons for was the piano. I had 

a Casio keyboard when I 
was eleven. I had lessons for 

a month.

We would get together two 
days before the tour started 
and practice a little, but now 
we get to practice for a cou-
ple weeks. We’re much more 

like a normal band now.

Words: 



THE NAKED &
FAMOUSThe Naked and Famous will certainly make 

you believer when they tour with Foals and 
Freelance Whales this spring. Even if you 

can’t catch them, their debut album, Passive Me, 
Aggressive You is that kind of album that enchants 
you more with every listen. The NME called it, “A 
classic case of ugly and beautiful: TN&F’s passive 
melodicism and aggressive innovation clash in a 
dazzling blaze of psych/sonic fireworks.”

The five-piece was founded by singers Thom 
Powers and Alisa Xayalith with Aaron Short. Jesse 
Wood and David Beadle round out the band. Before 
they traveled to SXSW, I talked to bassist David (on 
the far right in the picture above) about their debut 
album and the excitement and confusion of being 
chart toppers.

How did you find yourself in this band? I know 
that Thom and Alisa met in music school.
Yes, they met at a music school in Auckland. The 
core of the group, Thom, Alisa and Aaron, 
just started writing songs together. 
Me and Jesse were brought in at the 
beginning of 2009 to give the 
group a different 
dynamic. They had 
essentially recorded 
two EPs as a four 
piece band, so me 
and Jesse were 
kind of the fifth 
member.

Passive Me, Aggressive You
(2011)

The EPs sound like it was made using Garage 
Band, while the album is a fully-formed, profes-
sional sounding effort made by five people. 
Yeah. The sound became a lot thicker when we 
joined. Consequently, Passive Me and Aggressive 
You became a much more bigger sounding album. 
The live show also reflects that.

Is there a vibrant music scene in Auckland?
Not really, but it is a close-knit community where 
everybody knows each other. There are about one 
or two bands playing a particular genre of music. 
Us and Kids of 88 are the bands playing alternative 
electro-pop. 

When you joined the band, we’re they still play-
ing small venues to small crowds?
Yeah, they had a small following, but still playing 
pretty small rooms. It’s just the nature of Auckland. 
There’s not a lot of places to hear live music. Plus, 
by the time I joined, they hadn’t played live for a 
while. It was only when we released “Young Blood” 
that more people were noticing the band.

I don’t see you as a pop band though. I feel that 
you guys “rock,” quote-unquote, more than you 
do “pop” if that makes sense.
It’s tough to define us as what kind of genre we fall 
into I guess. Our main influences are 90s alternative 
rock bands if that helps.

“All of This” is a great way to start the album 
because it defines the band’s sound with that 
driving rock beat. Was the song designed as a 
sort of introducing to the band?
When me and Jesse came into the band, that song 
was one of the first demos that was being fleshed 
out. The song’s lyrics does include the name of the 
album, so I guess it does encompass a lot of the 
what the band is about. I guess it’s just a good driv-
ing pop song.

“Punching in a Dream” is one of the stand-out 
songs on the album. How did that song come 
together? Did you start out with that cool elec-
tronic part?
That was the last song recorded for the album. The 
demo for that song originated way, way back. It was 
originally called “Wait”. The way we work, every-
thing is constantly evolving. That song must have 
gone through so many changes. It’s probably why it 
was the song we recorded on the last day.

Do you treat Alisa like the little sister being that 
she’s lone female of the group?
No, there a moments where she’s like our mother 
looking after us. She keeps us all in check and out 
of trouble.

Their debut album is out now. You can check their of-
ficial website for tour dates in your area.

“It was only when we re-
leased ‘Young Blood’ that 
more people were 
noticing the 
band.” 
- Alisa

Oup-
close
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    Tips to
  Improve
Your Guitar
Play

ALBUM 
REVIEW

1. Take iT slow 
Learn your piece and learn it well. It 
doesn’t matter how many guitar pieces you 
can play, what matters is the quality of your 
guitar-playing. The guitar sounds much 
better if you hit all the notes right. Make 
sure that you focus on every scale of your 
guitar piece, if possible focus on each note. 
Excellent guitar-playing does not happen 
overnight.

3. Jam wiTh oTher people 
You will learn a lot from jamming with 
other people who play the guitar. You will 
be surprised that you can learn so many 
things from other people. You can learn 
their tricks and get some tips for free while 
having fun.

2. play wiTh passion ala 
slash
You have got to have soul. The best 
guitarist may have all the niftiest tricks 
up his sleeve but without the passion 
for playing the guitar, it really doesn’t 
make much difference.

5. playing a song by ear 
Try this by all means because it will help 
you develop a musical ear. Just listen to the 
song of your choice and try it out. This is 
practice for you.

6. lisTen To The besT 
guiTarisTs 
Did you know that Eric 
Clapton learned to play the 
guitar by listening to BB 
King and Robert Johnson 
on a turntable? Now that is 
something. Try and listen 
to guys like Slash or Jimi 
Hendrix. By listening to 
them I am quite sure you 
would want to learn some of 
the songs they played. They 
will most likely inspire you 
as well.

4. geT guiTar lessons 
Having a teacher to guide you is 
a good idea but if you do not like 
being supervised this may not be 
the right way for you to learn fast. 
A teacher, however, will be able to 
update you on your progress.

7. play when you are
in The mood 
Do not and I mean do not ever try 
to practice if you do not feel like it. 
It’s not going to do you any good. 
Make guitar playing fun because it 
is supposed to be fun.

O15

Produced by Jim Abbiss (he of 
‘Whatever People Say I Am…’ 
fame), the likes of ‘Love Lost’ and 
single ‘Sweet Disposition’ employ 
the same echoing histrionics as ‘The 
Joshua Tree’, but with a charming, 
cooed falsetto taking the place of 
Bono’s odious bellow. ‘Soldier On’ 
and ‘Resurrection’ continue along 
this vein, pitching them as a more 
sussed Coldplay that it’s definitely 
OK to like.

Chris Martin has described it as 
a dystopian love story rock opera 
but wacky names and high concept 
can’t seem to elevate their music 
from the sonic equivalent of a cup 
of tea made with a used bag: it’s a 
bit uplifting, but ultimately insipid. 
Sometimes their widescreen emoting 
rings true, and this time round it’s 
helped by robust guitar, including 
some very un-Coldplay chugging 
riffs on “Major Minus”.

Since releasing there first album 
in 1984 the Red Hot Chili Peppers 
have gone onto become arguably 
the most famous Funk Rock band in 
the world and has released multiple 
platinum albums and have gone to 
on receive plenty of awards includ-
ing success at the Grammy Awards.
I’m With You is the bands 10th 
studio album was produced by 
Rick Rubin, who also produced the 
hugely successful Californication 
album.

The sensational singing ability 
of new classical music star Laura 
Wright are showcased in The Last 
Rose, her first album featuring many 
classic songs such as ‘Scarborough 
Fair’, ‘Lavender Blue’ and the 
song with the which the album take 
sit’s name from, ‘The Last Rose of 
Summer’.

Chris Martin has described it as 
a dystopian love story rock opera 
but wacky names and high concept 
can’t seem to elevate their music 
from the sonic equivalent of a cup 
of tea made with a used bag: it’s a 
bit uplifting, but ultimately insipid. 
Sometimes their widescreen emoting 
rings true, and this time round it’s 
helped by robust guitar, including 
some very un-Coldplay chugging 
riffs on “Major Minus”.

This special Tribute to Seniman Al-
layarham P. Ramlee album features 
17 of the most popular independent 
artists from around Malaysia, includ-
ing Hujan, Bittersweet, Meet Uncle 
Hussain, Azlan & the Typewriter, 
SevenCollar T-Shirt, Yuna, Monolo-
que, Altiment and many many more.

THE TEMPER TRAP
Condition

COLDPLAY
Mylo Xyloto - Capitol

RED HOT CHILLI PAPER
I’m With You

LAURA WRIGHT
The Last Rose

ARTIC MONKEY
Suck It And See

P RAMLEE
Satu Indiepretasi



VIOLIN:
ARIANA 
STARNICKY
Professional violinist and Suzuki violin teacher 

When you are new to the violin world, one of the first 
questions you ask yourself other than where will I get 
a violin is what are the best violin lessons for begin-
ners? If you choose to take violin lesson classes from 
a professional violin teacher, this can end up costing 
you quite a sum of money when you add up the length 
of time it will take you to become proficient at play-
ing the violin.

The violin has to be tuned to the ‘G’, ‘D’, ‘A’, and ‘E’ 
standard notes; with ‘G’ note for the thickest string, ‘D’ 
for the less thicker, ‘A’ for the thinner string, and finally 
‘E’ for the thinnest one. Remember to do the tuning care-
fully, as you may overtighten a string and break it. You 
can even use online tuners or a piano for the tuning pur-
pose.

For playing the violin, simply hold the neck in the 
left hand and place the instrument at the side of 
the chin on the chin rest. Take the bow in the right 
hand and slide it on the stings, while pressing the 
appropriate positions on the fingerboard. Remem-
ber that you would need constant practice on the 
violin, to get familiarized with the notations on the 
fingerboard. 

TIPS    ON   VIOLIN
Some people can become impatient at the begin-
ning when they feel they are not yet heading in the 
direction of playing the musical style that they want 
to play. You must be patient at the beginning. You 
will have to be able to play the notes before you can 
progress to playing your favourite musical style.

Find your true goal and focus on it. If you’re inter-
esting in learning violin, than you’re long term goal 
will be to produce pleasing sounds from a violin. 
The next thing to do is break down that true goal 
in to mini, acheivable steps. This will making your 
large goal seem much easier to accomplish.

You will want to seek out an instructor or invest 
in some sort of training program. While a personal 
instructor would be the most ideal choice, logistical 
concerns such as location, available schedules, and 
cost may put this option out of reach for many. If 
you do decide to work with an instructor, however, 
make sure you are comfortable with the person. 
They may be incredibly talented, but if they do not 
teach concepts well or if your personalities clash, 
than they will most likely not be the right fit.

A practical tip to remember when learning violin is 
to never play the violin with long fingernails. Not 
only would it be difficult to play with longer nails, 
the fingerboard on the instrument must be treated 
with the utmost care. It can be damaged by apply-
ing uneven pressure due to long fingernails and any 
sound you produce may be affected, not to mention 
the actual discomfort this will cause you and your 
fingers.

As for your posture and body language, it’s impor-
tant not to slouch when playing. Improper posture 
can affect everything from bowing, fingering, and 
the quality and tone of any sound produced.

Keep your bowing straight. This is a great habit to 
start early.

FOR     BEGINNERS 
There are basically two types of violins: student and 
professional. The main difference between the two is the 
time that goes into crafting them. When you first start 
learning to play, the recommended violin for beginners 
is the student model. You can buy your student violin 
from a local music store, search for one on Craigslist

Otips&lesson

O16 O17



Obackin-time

P.RAMLEE

actor musician director 
comedian

HE IS

Born in Penang on March 22, 1929, Tan Sri 
P Ramlee was destined to be a star. B S Ra-
jhans, a film director from Singapore, discov-

ered the young P Ramlee performing with his band 
in a talent show and invited him to try out for one of 
his films, and thus P Ramlee left Penang to pursue 
his dream of being an entertainer – in Singapore. 
 His birth home at 4A, Jalan P Ramlee 
has since been turned into a museum. But if you’re 
not heading to Penang, don’t worry; at the height 
of his success, P Ramlee returned to Malaysia 
permanently in 1964 to reside right here in KL and it 
is in this city that you will learn most about the late 
entertainment maestro.
 Just like in Penang, his KL residence 
at 22, Jalan Dedap, Taman P Ramlee has been made 
into a memorial, and later declared a national herit-
age. Inside you will find his personal belongings, 
musical instruments, photos and, most famously, his 
old Datsun Sunny. 
 His most famous films are also regu-
larly screened in the newly renovated viewing space. 
His most popular film was, and remains, Bujang 
Lapok – the first comedy he both starred in and 
directed.

 Given his good looks, it’s easy to tell 
that P Ramlee had seen his fair share of romance. 
His most famous love affair was his third marriage 
to gorgeous singer Salmah Ismail, more popularly 
known as Saloma. With Saloma being a celebrity 
in her own right, the pairing saw the creation of the 
earliest power couple in Malaysia.
 In her honour, Saloma Theatre Restau-
rant was born, built just across from the cemetery 
where the couple were laid to rest. Aside from deli-
cious food, Saloma’s also puts on a nightly cultural 
performance, showcasing the dances of different 
ethnicities in Malaysia. So even if you’re not on a P 
Ramlee trail, Saloma’s makes a great tourist destina-
tion to get a glimpse of Malaysia’s heritage. In 1973, 
P Ramlee suffered a fatal heart attack at the tender 
age of 44. 
 Buried at Jalan Ampang Muslim 
Cemetery, his grave is still visited by fans today. He 
lived a life fit for legends, and the actor-director-
singersongwriter remains to this day, beloved by all 
Malaysians
 Starting on 1 August, the National Art 
Gallery will be staging a special tribute to P Ramlee 
with the Getaran Jiwa Exhibition. Named after 
one of his most famous songs, the exhibition is a 
contribution from many artists who have given their 
own interpretation of the life, persona and works of 
the legend. These paintings offer excellent insights 
on this charismatic man as seen through the eyes of 
his fans.

A LEGEND ALWAYS REMEMBERED

“Art is a work of God. Do it with 
upmost sincerity”
  

-P Ramlee-
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